MARSHAL   NEY
when he showed himself a thoughtless cavalryman by
sending infantry forward without sufficient preparation.
He was driven back, two horses were killed under him,
while he received a couple of wounds that necessitated
a brief rest at Colmar. This little diversion cost about
800 casualties in killed, wounded, and prisoners.
His next force, under the title of the 6th Division,
was attached to the left flank of the Army of the Danube,
and included the ist and 8th Chasseurs, iyth Dragoons,
six infantry battalions, with some light artillery and a
company of engineers. From the last week in July,
^when he returned to the field, till the middle of August,
things were at a standstill, but Ney kept his command
on tiptoe for an emergency. And since Winterthur
was still on the horizon he probably schooled himself
as to the need of efficient co-operation between horse
and foot.
The front flared up again on the night of August 15 th,
just as Ney was on the point of leaving to take over the
5th Division. Hastily flinging aside every preparation
he gathered his men and rushed them to the banks of
the Aar, "where the Austrians, under cover of a fierce
attack, were endeavouring to swing bridges. Bayonets
crossed at the village of Klein Dettingen, and this time
Ney was so far from making a mistake that the results
left the enemy in need of another armistice.
Following an interlude at Brugg with the 5 th Division,
Ney was recalled to the Army of the Rhine, now com-
manded by General Mullet, who -was a spineless and
vacillating product of political workings. He was suit-
ably placed in south Germany, "which had now become
the field of comparatively minor operations; but both
these facts threatened to conflict with the fiery Ney.
With the French driven back to the -wrong sides of the
Adige and the Mincio, Mantua re-taken, and a stiffening
of SuvarofPs Russians opposing Massena, the Rhine
army was to stage an attack in the hope of relieving the
pressure. Ney -was accordingly sent to Steinsfurth on
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